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the demand of the Russian government, Ambrose was sent into
exile. His pkce was filled by Cyril, his candidate for holy orders, a
man totally unprepared for the important, very difficult, and re-
sponsible part that fell to his lot.
For the first time since its inception the Schism had now a
complete and regular hierarchy, and this momentous fact thor-
oughly aroused the Schismatic minds.
The Old Ritualists became so accustomed to the abnormal state
which had existed for centuries that the appearance of a Schismatic
bishop in their midst was regarded by many as an unjustifiable
innovation and a digression from the traditions of the fathers. For
this reason some members of the Priestists did not accept the Aus-
trian hierarchy entirely, but preferred to retain the fugitive priests.
Even to those who had regarded the office of the primate as an in-
dispensable sign of the true church and had with joy accepted the
Metropolitan of Bela Krynitsa, the change in the organization of
the church suggested new ideas and doubts. Three subjects pre-
eminently excited the Schismatic world. First, there was the at-
titude of laymen towards the new administration of the church;
second, the relation of the Russian bishops to the foreign Metro-
politan, and third, the position of the newly organized church of
the Priestists towards the Orthodox church. Over each one of
these questions there arose divergent opinions and conflicting in-
terests because, with the advent of a supreme church power, the
influential lay Schismatics were made to renounce the manage-
ment of church affairs. Of course, to forswear their customary
power was not so pleasant for them, but the majority of Schis-
matics were willing and ready to submit to the highest authority
of the church. The upper and lower strata of the Schismatic com-
mjinity differed in opinion both on the new hierarchy and on
the power of the foreign Metropolitan over the national church.
The greater number of Russian Schismatic bishops strove to be in-
dependent of the foreign Metropolitan, and in this respect the
eminent Moscow Schismatics were ready to help them. An "ec-
clesiastical council" of bishops, similar to a synod, representing
the highest power of the Schismatic church, was formed in Mos-
cow, and through its medium the Schismatic "aristocracy" elimi-
nated the authority of the Bela Krynitsa Metropolitan and pre-